The stimulus for intestinal macrophages to aggregate and form granulomata in Crohn's disease is unknown. It is known, however, that graulomata produced in response to certain bacteria, such as mycobacteria and L-forms of streptococci, are the result of macrophages being unable to degrade these organisms completely.' It is also known that intestinal granulomata occur in chronic granulomatous disease, a disease in which there is impaired intracellular killing of bacteria by neutrophils and monocytes.
Since monocytes are likely to be the major source of tissue macrophages,3-5 the present study has investigated the phagocytic function and intracellular killing of peripheral blood monocytes. The disease control group consisted of patients with either peptic ulceration, chronic pancreatitis, or the irritable bowel syndrome, none of which is thought to be immunologically mediated.
Methods
The age and sex distribution is shown in the Table. Age and sex distribution of subjects studied 
Results

PHAGOCYTOSIS
The mean percentage (± SEM) of bacteria phagocytosed in 2 Figure 3 . When analysed with respect to disease activity, there was no significant difference in the percentage of bacteria ingested by the monocytes of patients with either active Crohn's disease (n = 7) or ulcerative colitis (n = 8) when compared with those with inactive disease (Crohn's disease, n = 8; ulcerative colitis, n = 7). The numbers of patients in these groups are, however, too small for meaningful statistical analysis. There 
